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“Quality first: New EU fertilizer legislation” 

Fertilizers Europe welcomes the EU Commission’s proposal for a new Regulation  

 

“Quality and information to users have to be the main priorities of the revision of the European 
legislation on fertilizers.” This is the first reaction of Jacob Hansen, Director-General, Fertilizers Europe 
after the adoption of the EU Commission proposal for a new Regulation on the making available on the 
market of fertilizing products. “We especially welcome the willingness of the European Commission to 
improve information to the farmers through labelling. For the companies we represent, it is crucial to 
have the quality of mineral fertilizers clearly communicated to the market”. Fertilizers Europe also 
welcomes the circular economy approach taken by the European Commission’s proposal.  

“Further improvements to the proposal are necessary”, Jacob Hansen continues. For instance, despite 
strict labelling requirements, forms of nutrients that are not available for plants could be declared as 
part of the total nutrient content. This could mislead farmers, the final users, on the actual amount of 
nutrients they bring to their crops.  

Fertilizers Europe strongly criticizes the proposal of the European Commission to set overly ambitious 
limits on cadmium content in phosphate fertilizers. A limit of 60mg cadmium/kgP2O5 strikes the right 
balance and ensures a gradual depletion of cadmium in soils. Phosphate is vital both for human beings 
and plants, but Europe only produces 10% of the necessary supply. Thus access to sufficient raw 
material from a variety of producer countries outside Europe is a necessity from a food security 
perspective. Setting a very low level of eventually 20 mg cadmium/kgP2O5, far below what is needed to 
safeguard environmental concerns and ignoring the findings of their own impact assessment, works 
against the access to raw material. “The commission is proposing a leap into the dark” says Jacob 
Hansen, “without knowing whether it is possible to land on its feet. Only one thing is for sure, it will 
make phosphate fertilizers more expensive, thus creating additional costs for European farmers who 
have to compete more and more on world markets.”  

The inorganic fertilizer industry turns raw materials like air, natural gas and mined products (like 
phosphate and potash) into valuable nutrients for agriculture and horticulture. Those nutrients ensure 
the availability of more than 50% of the global amount of food. Thereby the fertilizers industry plays a 
key role in delivering on food security to citizens in Europe and beyond. 


